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Top: Tourists visiting Purnululu National Park, Western Australia

to view the Bungle Bungle Ranges. The Bungle Bungles are one of
Australia’s iconic geological tourism attractions and despite their
extremely remote location in the vast Kimberley Region of Western
Australia, they are visited by over 26,000 visitors per year. The ranges
comprise Devonian-age quartz sandstone eroded over a period of 20
million years into a series of beehive-shaped towers or cones. These
outstanding examples of cone karst owe their existence and uniqueness
to several interacting geological, biological, erosional and climatic
phenomena. For these values the park was inscribed on the World
Heritage List in 2003.

Source: Ross Dowling

Bottom: Sea arch visible along the Red Point hiking trail in northeast
Iceland. The trail comprises scenic values, arches, stacks, exposed
sections of columnar jointed basalt and cliff viewing areas.

Source: David Newsome
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well as Geotourism: the Tourism of Geology and Landscape (2010).
Together the editors have edited three other books on geotourism:

0 Geotourism (2006) Ross Dowling and David Newsome (eds), Butterworth
Heinemann, UK

O Inaugural Global Geotourism Conference Proceedings (2008) Ross Dowling and
David Newsome (eds), Promaco Conventions, Australia

0 Geotourism: the Tourism of Geology and Landscape (2010) David Newsome and
Ross Dowling (eds), Goodfellow Publishers, Oxford. This is the companion
volume to Global Geotourism Perspectives.
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This book is the companion volume to Geotourism:the Tourism of Geology and
Landscape, edited by ourselves and published by Goodfellow Publishers, 2010.
Whereas the first volume sets the scene by defining and characterising the sub-
ject, this book brings together in the second volume a range of case studies of
geotourism from a number of countries from around the world.

The editors of this volume originally worked together on their earlier book
Geotourism (Dowling and Newsome (eds), Butterworth Heinemann, Oxford,
2006). Having published the first major work on this new subject, they then
hosted the world’s first geotourism conference, the Inaugural Global Geotour-
ism Conference ‘Discover the Earth Beneath our Feet’. This was held in Perth,
Western Australia from 17-20 August 2008. Over 220 delegates from 36 coun-
tries participated in the conference which has helped broaden our knowledge
of geotourism and introduce the concept of geoparks to many nations in the
southern hemisphere. The conference was held during the International Year of
Planet Earth and was endorsed by UNESCO.

Arising from the conference was a 478-page book, Inaugural Global Geotourism
Conference Proceedings, (Dowling and Newsome (eds), Promaco Conventions,
Australia, 2008). It comprised over 100 abstracts and papers and quickly sold
out due to strong demand for information on the subject.

From this interest we decided to publish a new book to update the subject we
first visited in 2006. Interest in our project grew and so this volume represents
the second of two new books on the topic. The first volume sets the context for
geotourism and provides a clear definition of it as well as information on its
characteristics. It covers information on landscape appreciation, geoheritage,
management, interpretation, education and the future of geotourism.

This companion volume brings together a range of geotourism case studies
from a number of countries including Australia, Brazil, China, Greece, Ireland,
Malaysia, Mauritius, Oman, South Africa and the USA. Taken together the two
books lift the subject to another level and provide an informed platform on
which to build the future of geotourism.

Naturally these two books form only part of the picture. There are other books
and journals, much research and of course now many conferences on geotour-
ism. Recent books include GeoTourism in Ethiopia (edited by Asrat, Demissie, and
Mogessie, Shama Books, Ethiopia, 2009) and Geotourism and Local Development
(edited by de Carvalho and Rodrigues, Camara Municipal de Idanha-a-Nova
and Geopark Naturtejo da Meseta Meridional, Portugal, 2009).

Journals include GeoTurystyka (Geotourism), published by the Inter-national
Association of Geotourism in Poland (www.geoturystyka.pl) and Geoheritage
published by ProGeo, the European Association for the Conservation of the
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Geological Heritage, Portugal (www.springer.com). Another useful publication is
Earth Heritage, “The Geological and Landscape Conservation Magazine’, published
by the Joint Nature Conservation Committee, Natural England, the Scottish
Natural Heritage and the Countryside Council for Wales (www.seaburysalmon.
com/earth.html).

Research is being conducted in a range of countries as evidenced by the
chapters in this book and its companion. Conferences abound on the subject
with the World Heritage and Geotourism Conference hosted by the Geological
Society of South Africa, held in Pretoria from 4-5 June 2009; the 8th European
Geoparks Conference focusing on geotourism, held from 12-14 September 2009
at Geopark Naturtejo, Portugal and the Second Global Geotourism Conference
held from 17-20 April 2010 at Gunung Mulu World Heritage Region, Sarawak,
Borneo, Malaysia.

Thus the subject of geotourism is growing rapidly. This book is a research
volume which aims to add knowledge to the many facets of this emerging sub-
ject. It has been compiled for a broad audience including natural area tourism
professionals, planners and managers; government and business decision-mak-
ers; and students from a wide range of disciplines seeking general information
on geotourism development in one volume. We hope that you enjoy it as well
as its companion volume which sets the theoretical framework for the subject,
Geotourism: the Tourism of Geology and Landscape.

Ross Dowling and David Newsome
Perth, Australia, January 2010
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